Probability Problems Created By Students

Modeled after the Let It Snow Activity


Give students the opportunity to create probability problems
 using hands-on materials or technology.
Option A -  Students will use words from a list to create their own probability problems.

1. Give students an opportunity to choose a word, phrase, or name from a list.  I suggest using a list of social studies, science, or math words with which they are familiar.  

1. Give students a large black sheet of construction paper and bright colored index cards cut in half. They will need one card for each letter in the word or phrase they have chosen.

2. Have the students write their word on the index card—one letter per card.  The should glue the cards on the construction paper.  


3. On a sheet of lined paper, have the students write their names and 5 of their own probability problems modeled after the ones in the let it snow activity.
4. Have the students staple the lined paper to the construction paper.  

5. On an index card, students should write their name and then number 1-5 and make an answer key for their probability poster.  
6. The final step is for the students staple the answer key to the back of the construction paper.  You now have some self-checking probability activities that can be used as center activities during math review.  

Option B -  Have students glue various foam shapes to the construction paper instead of letters.  Their problems will be based on the shapes instead of letters.  “If these shapes were drawn randomly from a paper bag, what are the chances of picking a pink heart?”
INTEGRATING TECHNOLOGY:
· 1.  Using the same concept as above, have student take digital pictures of various items (foam shapes, foam letters, magnetic letters, square tiles,  pattern blocks, or letters from a scrabble game).    2. Each student should insert her picture into a word document then type probability questions based on the digital image.  
· Have the students create their own worksheet in Word using textboxes (like the letters from THOMAS JEFFERSON above.   Consider requiring students to use clipart that relates to their word or phrase.
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